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Introduction
Ingested gastrointestinal (GI) foreign bodies and food
bolus impaction occur often and are the second most
common endoscopic emergency after GI bleeding.1
Most ingested foreign bodies and food bolus im-
pactions pass through the GI tract spontaneously with-
out clinical complication.2 However, 10–20% require
nonoperative, usually endoscopic intervention and 1%
or less may require surgery.3,4 Esophageal food bolus
impaction is the most common “foreign body” in
adults. If there is no distal obstruction and no mucosal
trauma, we can push the food bolus into the stomach
using the tip of an endoscope.5 Once in the stomach,
most foreign bodies pass through the GI tract without
complications in 1–2 weeks.1
Smooth muscle relaxants such as glucagons, nitro-
glycerin and nifedipine have been used for removing
food impactions via promoting passage of esophageal
impaction into the stomach.1,6,7 However, they do
not work when a fixed obstruction is present, which is
often found with food impaction.
Radiologic methods including Foley balloon cathe-
ters, suction catheters, wire baskets, or magnetic catheter
under fluoroscopic guidance for esophageal foreign
body removal have been reported.8,9 But these methods
do not match the efficacy or safety of esophagogas-
troduodenoscopy (EGD).10,11 Therefore, when there
is evidence of near complete esophageal obstruction
with the patient unable to handle their secretion and
salivation, urgent endoscopic intervention should be
performed.4
Food bolus retrieval with polypectomy snares,
Dormia baskets, retrieval nets, rat-tooth forceps, alliga-
tor forceps and polyp graspers have all been reported.2,12
In this case, we could not remove a firm and tightly
impacted goose liver by using the above instruments.
Here, we report successful removal of the impacted
goose liver by application of an easily homemade suc-
tion device, by attaching a modified nasogastric tube
to an EGD. To our knowledge, this homemade device
has not been reported before.
Case Report
A 78-year-old woman suffering from primary biliary
cirrhosis had a history of esophageal variceal hemorrhage
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and had undergone endoscopic variceal ligation (EVL)
until eradication. In February 2007, she was admitted
to our hospital due to salivation, severe dysphagia and
postprandial vomiting for 2 days. EGD showed amor-
phous food material retention in the dilated esophagus.
The retained fluid was removed using the suction func-
tion of the endoscope. We used a Dormia basket and
alligator forceps to remove the food debris. However,
a residual, firm food bolus was impacted tightly at the
lower esophagus, which could not be pushed into the
stomach (Figure 1) and could not be removed by a
Dormia basket and Roth cotton net. Alligator forceps
also failed to remove the tightly impacted material
because the food bolus easily became fragmented when
removal was attempted. We tried to retrieve the im-
pacted food bolus by an adapted cap, which was
attached to the tip of the endoscope and was originally
used for variceal rubber band ligation. It also failed
because the irregular and firm surface of the material
meant that it could not be fully attached to the cap.
The negative suction pressure was not effective in this
condition.
Finally, we used a homemade instrument to remove
the tightly impacted material. Figure 2 demonstrates
the materials used in making the homemade endoscopic
suction device. The distal segment with side holds of an
18-French nasogastric tube was cut off and the blind
end made blunt with sandpaper. Then, the nasogas-
tric tube was tightly attached to the endoscope shaft
with a bandage. The end of the tube was set about
1 cm distal to the tip of the endoscope. We inserted the
homemade instrument via an overtube and sucked
out the tightly impacted material using −400 mmHg
of suction pressure under endoscopic visualization.
The removed material was a goose liver that measured
about 4.5 × 2.3 × 1.8 cm (Figure 3). We removed the
goose liver when we removed the overtube because
the goose liver was too big to pass the overtube. 
The patient admitted that she usually swallowed her
food without chewing due to teeth loss. After we re-
moved the goose liver, the endoscope was easily passed
through the esophagogastric junction and EGD re-
vealed fibrotic scars at the lower esophagus (Figure 4)
due to previous EVL.
Discussion
Foreign body ingestion in adults often occurs acci-
dentally in people with compromised judgment and
senses such as in the elderly, demented, or intoxicated.
Intentional ingestion of a foreign body is frequent in
psychiatric patients or prisoners.1
Esophageal food impaction is the most common
type of foreign body ingestion in adults. Patients pre-
senting with food bolus impaction commonly have
underlying esophageal disease.4 The most commonly
observed abnormalities associated with food impaction
are Schatzki’s rings and peptic strictures.1 Less common
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Figure 1. A big, firm goose liver (white arrow) with some food debris
(black arrow) above it tightly impacted at the lower esophagus.
Figure 2. On the left side of the figure is an 18-French nasogas-
tric tube. The distal segment with side holds of the nasogastric
tube was cut off and the blind end made blunt with sandpaper. In
the middle is the distal part of an esophagogastroduodenoscopy.
On the right is a roll of 3M tape. We used the 3M tape to tightly
attach the modified nasogastric tube to the endoscope shaft. The
end of the nasogastric tube was set about 1 cm distal to the tip
of the endoscope. Then, the homemade endoscopic suction device
was finished.
predisposing causes are webs, extrinsic compression,
surgical anastomoses, fundoplication wraps, and bariatric
gastroplasties.5 Esophageal motility disorders such as
achalasia, diffuse esophageal spasm, and nutcracker
esophagus are infrequent causes of food impactions.1
In our case, the patient was found to have fibrotic scars
at the lower esophagus resulting from previous EVL.
The type of food impaction correlates with the
local cuisine and dietary habits of a specific region. 
In Western countries, the most common impacted
foods are meat products including beef, chicken, pork,
and hot dogs.1,5 In Asia and coastal countries, the most
common food foreign body is fish bones.1 In this case,
the old lady presented with esophageal food impac-
tion due to a piece of firm goose liver. Cooked goose
liver is a sort of Chinese dish.
Gentle pushing of the food bolus into the stomach
using the tip of the endoscope can be easily performed
if there is no distal obstruction.5 The “push technique”
has been found to have success rates greater than 95%
and complications approaching 0% in the treatment
of food impaction.1 In this case, the lower esophagus
was fibrotic and slightly distorted due to previous
EVL. Therefore, the big and long piece of goose liver
could not be pushed into the stomach.
EGD for treatment of esophageal foreign bodies
has a success rate greater than 95% and morbidity and
mortality less than 5%.4 The performance of snares,
baskets and nets requires extra space to deploy and catch
the food bolus. Forceps or graspers are not powerful
or effective enough to remove a large, tightly impacted
bolus such as in this case where only fragmented mate-
rial was grasped. A friction-fit adaptor fitted to the
end of the endoscope has been used as a direct-vision
suction device to remove impacted food.13,14 However,
the friction-fit adaptor works only when the foreign
body can fully seal the adaptor to ensure negative pres-
sure. Some food boluses with firm consistency and
irregular shape, like the goose liver in our case, can-
not seal the adaptor opening. The characteristics of
the goose liver made it difficult to retrieve using the
above-mentioned equipment.
We successfully removed the goose liver by appli-
cation of this easily homemade instrument by attach-
ing a modified nasogastric tube to the endoscope. The
homemade instrument has merit because of its smaller
caliber tube which makes the suction pressure more
effective than a friction-fit adaptor and it does not
have the limitations of an irregular touching surface.
In summary, this easily made instrument is very effective
at removing big, firm, easily fragmented, and tightly
impacted materials in the esophagus.
References
1. Pfau P. Ingested foreign objects and food bolus impactions. In:
Ginsberg GG, Kochman ML, Norton ID, Gostout CJ, eds.
Clinical Gastrointestinal Endoscopy. Philadelphia: Elsevier
Saunders, 2006:291–304.
2. Eisen GM, Baron TH, Dominitz JA, Faigel DO, Goldstein JL,
Johanson JF, Mallery JS, et al. Guideline for the management
of ingested foreign bodies. Gastrointest Endosc 2002;55:802–6.
J Chin Med Assoc • December 2008 • Vol 71 • No 12 637
Esophageal food impaction
Figure 3. The goose liver tightly adhered to the homemade suction
tube (white arrow) attached to the endoscope (black arrow). The
goose liver measured about 4.5 × 2.3 × 1.8 cm in size.
Figure 4. Esophagogastroduodenoscopy revealed fibrotic scars
and a healing ulcer at the lower esophagus.
3. Nandi P, Ong GB. Foreign body of the esophagus: review of
2394 cases. Br J Surg 1978;65:5–9.
4. Webb WA. Management of foreign bodies of the upper gastroin-
testinal tract: update. Gastrointest Endosc 1995;41:39–51.
5. Weinstock LB, Shatz BA, Thyssen EP. Esophageal food bolus
obstruction: evaluation of extraction and modified push tech-
nique in 75 cases. Endoscopy 1999;31:421–5.
6. Ferrucci JT, Long LA. Radiologic treatment of esophageal
food impaction using intravenous glucagon. Radiology 1977;
125:25–8.
7. Trenkner SW, Maglinte DD, Lehman GA, Chernish SM,
Miller RE, Johnson CW. Esophageal food impaction: treatment
with glucagon. Radiology 1983;149:401–3.
8. Paulson EK, Jaffe RB. Metallic foreign bodies in the stomach:
fluoroscopic removal with a magnetic orogastric tube. Radiology
1990;174:191–4.
9. Shaffer HA, de Lange EE. Gastrointestinal foreign bodies and
strictures: radiologic interventions. Curr Prob Diagn Radiol
1994;23:205–49.
10. Hawkins DB. Removal of blunt foreign bodies from the eso-
phagus. Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 1990;99:935–40.
11. Schunk JE, Harrison AM, Corneli HM, Nixon GW. Fluoroscopic
Foley catheter removal of esophageal foreign bodies in children:
experience with 415 cases. Pediatrics 1994;94:709–14.
12. Nelson DB, Bosco JJ, Curtis WD, Faigel DO, Kelsey PB,
Leung JW, Mills MR, et al. Endoscopic retrieval devices.
Gastrointest Endosc 1999;50:932–4.
13. Saeed ZA, Michaletz PA, Feiner SD, Woods KL, Graham DY.
A new endoscopic method for managing food impactions.
Endoscopy 1990;22:226–8.
14. Pezzi JS, Shiau YF. A method for removing meat impactions
from the esophagus. Gastrointest Endosc 1994;40:634–6.
J Chin Med Assoc • December 2008 • Vol 71 • No 12638
Y.H. Chen, et al
